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Doctor at your doorstep scheme launched to help Pune’s needy

PUNE: For Vilas Rathod, 65, the
humanitarian crisis brought
aboutby the Covid-19global pan-
demicisnothing he hasn’tseen
before. In September 1993 when
the Latur earthquake struck
Maharashtra killing over 9,000

people, Rathod was among the
firstlotof relief workerstoreach
thesite to provide assistance.
At the time, Rathod was part
oftheMaharashtriya Jain Sang-
hatana which later became the
Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana

(BJS) — a collective of volun-
teers established in 1985 to do
social work, but primarily
focused on issues pertaining to
the Jain community.

Having become familiar with
reliefwork overthelast30 years

— the organisation helped
rebuild 335schools after the Bhuj
quake in Gujarat in 2001 —
Rathod approached Pune dis-
trict collector Naval Kishore
Ram for permission to launch
mobile dispensaries after the

21-day national lockdown was
announced. “We created a pro-
gramme along with the Pune
Municipal Corporation and
Force Motors to launch mobile
clinics/ambulanceson1April,”
Rathod said.

Called Doctor at your door-
step, the initiative is aimed at
residents of slums, homeless
shelter: 1d With

available resources on fighting
the coronavirus, these mobile
clinics have begun to cater toat

most private physicians closing
their clinics, and government
dispensaries spending all their

least 2,500 people daily.

For this initiative, 15 buses
and tempos were retrofitted
within 24 hours and turned into

mobile clinics and makeshift
ambulances. The front seats
wereremoved tomake space for
a stretcher and for doctors to
moveinside. Aloud speaker sys-
temhasalso been fitted.
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